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Succeeds Bishop Greer—A For-

mer Newspaper

] Editor

By Percy
ISHOP CHARLES SUMNER

to succeed the late Right Rev. David Hummel Greer, 1a one of

the most picturesque personalities in the American Church.

entered the ministry so late in life that those who opposed him

for the office of diocesan protested that his preparation for the work of
supervising the most important diocese in America was inadequate,

He is a very human man. Many years of serviee in newspaper work

have taught him things about human nature that are not learned from

books. He is scholarly, dignified, yet
thoroughly pious, and a real leader o

T. Edrop

BURCH, who has just been elected

He |

not too much so; eloquent in speech,
{ men.

His election came as a surprise to many of the delegates to the con-

vention, who had looked upon his nomination as a mere complimentary |

matter on account of the fact that

|
he was already in the episcopate,

Most men that did not vote for him felt that his election was impossible.
Some of them even went so far as to say that they felt sorry for him.
There seemed to have been a preconesived idea that a suf‘l’ra.gaﬁ bishop
would not succeed to the post of diocesan in New York, His electlon to |
the suffragan’s post did not qualify him to succeed automatically to thn!
bishopric of the diocese; some of the clergy felt that it actually dis- |

qualified him. They held that his

elevation would be establishing a

precedent that would strike at the heart of the suf’l’raganl principle.

In the Protestant Episcopal Chureli®

of assistant |
One s a
coadjutor, who is elected according |

practice, twn classes

bishops can be elected.

to the old formula, cum jure suc-
cessiones, or with the right of sue-
cession; the other class is of bishops
sulfragan, who are merely assist- |
anta and do not automatically auc-:
ceed. Bishop Burch was elected nsi

a suffragan. Ile was an intimate

|
friend of Bishop Greer, and it wnﬂi
upon his predecessor's suggestion |

that he was chosen from a histarie,

but relatively obscure, Staten Island

parisi. |

The Country Churches

Upon the death of Bishop Greer
the clergymen of the rural parishes
and their associated lay delegates
thowed strong evidences of their
tesire for the elevation of Bishop
Burch, His work had been largely
amaong the parishes outsida of the
city. He had endeared himself to
the people of the country churches,
For some time the rural churches

L
It was felt that the eity

had heen ndvoeating a diocesa o
their own.

of

anough of itself to tax the CHPACILY

waz2 a diocese large

of any hishop, no matter how stron
3 I :

physically.  In addition, there was
a desire for self-determination,
Bishiop Burch had
for the
proposed diocese,

the

alevalion

long been ad-
vocated
But the people of
rural churches felt that his
to the bishoprie of the
present dicoese would be a happy
compromise. It was almost a cer-
that b
suffragan, it

was felt that he was intimately ac-

tainty he would be given

or a coadjutor: and
quainted with the needs of the rural
churches, so that they would always
have a “friend at court.”

Several meetings of the clergy and
lnity were held and there was some
quite informal canvassing in Bishop
Burch's behalf. The rural parishes
went into the convention almost a

unit for the suffragan; and their|

unity elected him.

It 15 an axiom amone churchmen
thut o vote thoo laity “sticks
Clorpynien spposed to hie stube
born; but layvmen who are interestod

nre

4 ehurch matters wre traditionally
rpore se. The fivst ballot showed &
tha for

sighop Buveh and one shrewd dele-

crear  majority of

P
ity
gite saud, s Bishiop Buvdh or o
deadlock. You can't chanpe the lay
vote, "

Iis prophecy was fulfifled. The
Lwo suceeeding bullots showed that
Bishop Buarch held his lead wmong
the laity, wnd that the sheer force
of that wajority swung the

clergy
to his support,

When the news of the olection was |

formally  sunouneed
pontangous
Dr.
Thomas's

there

of

was W
onthurst
Ernest B, rector of St
Chverel, and De. William T,

Mannine, rector of Trinity Parish,

Stires,

both rose to move that the vlection
ha maae unamimous.  Thiz was done
11t storm of applause,

Dr. Stires, who led among the
candidates opposing Bighop Bureh,
said immediately ufter the passing
of the motion:

“The action of this convention i
an illustration of the operatinn of
Pivine wisdom. Many of had
our personal preferences. The elee-
tion of any of the other candidates
at this time micht have led to dif-
ferences, any of them unimportant
itsel tuken as a whole, a
force against unity. Now the

us

n £ but

in-

[ig big in proportion.

(&t Symod

bishopric of the|

applause, |

téresta of the diocese will be eon-
served, and we shall go forward to
do & prand work.”

So Rishop Burch came to be
elected to sit in the chair of the
prelate at whose feet he had sat as |
a pupil for more than nine vears, |

The Man Himself :

Now for a study
ality of the new
diocese,

of the person-|
bishop of the

He stands more than six feet, He |
1 His great size
cannot help but impress vou at the |
start. In church processions he |
towers aboye most of his associates.

Escept for his manner of dress
there is nothing about him to Bug- |
gest the ecelesiastic.
fests a  suceessful business man, |
His manner is thoroughly minis- |
| terial in its urbanity. But there is |
an enthusiasm about his Freetings,
| & rare personal note in his dealings,
even with people whom he has suen|
|only onece or twice, that are thor '
(oughly Rooseveltian, On the day :).fi
his election he stood on the platform |
Hall and leaned over;
greeting those who felicitated him
in & manner that made even the
newspaper men recall the former!
President.

Bishop Burch, in that half honr
or so when he was receiving the
grectings of his constituents, be-
trayed the secret of his success. In
addition to an unusual equipment of
training and education he has that
rave faculty for making fTriends.
| There is something so intorested in
| his greetinps that no one leaves his
‘onee without feeling (hat he has |
a friend in the bishop. Al through
the rural parishes Bishop Bureh has
Lpone during the last nine Vears,
making friends with every
Episcopal  visitation, spending &
night with this family of communi-
cants, or having dinner with an-
other, The eumulative effect of <all
this was the united support he re-
{eeived in the diocesan eonvention
from the parishes he had ministered |
W as bishop. Yet Bishop Burch
| never made a move for his own elee-
{tion.  He did not set about his viai-
| tations with the idea of building up
A political machine. The bishop
looks with the utmost contempt on
ecglesiastical politics, “T know noth-
ing of it, except to disdain it. 1
liave had no part in it and I will

His face sug-

View

| palience.

+

Charles

Bishop

Sumner Burch

of the whole
cese.”’

Y OU may say this
for me. 1shall be the
bishop of the bhole
diocese, without re-
spect to or regard
for party lines.

I

shall be the servant
dio-

have no part in it,” he said to the
newspaper men after hiz cleetion.

“Be Merciful!™

Remeimbering his own

| diveesn

carenr, the

'i}':shop conzented to make thingrs
easy for the news writers, As soon
a3z he could, after hiz clogtion, le

withdrew to the privaey of the

| bishop's own nffices and said, “Now
[ be merciful.”

Then he toid the re-
porters to ask all the gquestions that
came 1o their m# ls. For an hour
and a half he withstood their prill-

ing. One rveporter asked utlerly
irrelevant  and  even  impertinent
guestionz, But the hishop answered

every one without a show of im-
In that hour and a half
he showed qualitics of restraint tliat
are declared to ho most desirable in
a churchman,

Bishop Durel i= o man of uausual

moedesty., The formal publieations, |
|
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Right Reverend David Hummel Greer—“one of the most picturesque personalities

in the American Church®

'he shoulil have lieen elevated to the

bishopric of the most importan
in Ameriea with sach
brief service in the actual ministry
as those revords show,

il

Understand that the hishop only
few minutes before had received
word of his election. 1o was daore

i under the emotions of the mo-

i

wment.  HMe had not even seen Mus, |
Burch to receive her congratula- |
tions, e had been given no op-

portunity to withdraw for private
prayer,  As one guestion after an-
othdr was asked, the bishop would
Besitate and say, “Well, you'll have
to let me figure that out.” Onpee he
sadcdy, U1 ean’ remeinber just at this
monient I ordained."
Then he sat for a nioment or two in
deey thought, “Now I have i1, he
gaid, and he procesded 10 outline the

when VHE

| whole story of his ministry, He
followed it ehronolow ally to the
vears leading to hiz eall to  the
Staten TIsland church.  Then he.

like “Who's Who in Ameriea,” pive
tho eketchiest of outlines of
career. It deened inposs

his !
that

stopped a4 moment and said, “You!
sec I have my dates o little confused.

Ceteps”

Il to vetrace some of my)
Finally  the bhishop hal
every year of his life accounted for. |
IIe was in @ perspiration by this |
time and hailed wilh the glee of a
Loy the anmouncement of the news-
paper that, having once set
them steaight, he woulil now have
the story of his life put in cold type, |
Yt would be availuble for all future |
nographers.

The interview

hive

nmen

t

took place in the
room occupicd by Bishop Greer as!
his private oflice. “I have never oc-
cupied this room since the death of
Bishop Greer,” said the new dioce-
=an. “There was a sentimental
reason. I tried to have it ayraneed |
so that the room would not be dis-
turbed until a suceessor had actually
been eleeted,  Only on oceasions of
comfercnces that could not he ac.
commodated anywhere else has any
LihaTLl hf.'-‘il Lyt

His Policy

The bishep bepan his stutemont
with this remark about his policy:

“I can't outline any distinctive poli-;

cles exvept to say that 1 shall on-
deavor to carry out, as fur as in
me lies, the policies of my heloved
predecessor, who was my co-labarer
for nine vears. If T can even nieas-
urahly reach his pesition and work I

Bishop Burch, New Head of Episcopal

Dioc

£se

®

|

Hopes to Continue the Work
on St. John the
Divine

to uphold the arms of the dean and
the trustees who are charged _with
the duty of finishing the building.

Then the bishop began to answer |

questions as to his career in the
ministry. ““There seems to have
been some confusion in the minds
of certain people gs to my prepara-
tion. It has been stated that I am
not qualified for this office because
my term of service in the actual
ministry has not been of long dura-
tion, I am going to tell you men
the whole story, and to tell it fully,
in the hope that I ghall not have
to do so again,

“TI was born in Michigan. My
birth in that state was an accident
—1 mean by that it was an accident
that T was not a New Yorker. My
family is a New York state family.
The date of my birth—I supjose
you want all the particulars—whs
June 30, 18556. 1 was graduated
from the University of Michigan
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts
in 1875. While at the university I
was college correspondent for a
daily newspaper. This brought me
into the first contact with your own
craft,

“After graduation taught
aschool for two wyears in Detrait,
Then I went to Chicago and engage:!
in the publishing business. Thiz
businesa was a family affair. Two
of my brothers were interested, ton.
At this time my thoughts began to
turn definitely to the ministry. |
became a postulant for holy orders
and matriculated at the Wastern
Theological Seminary, one of
schools of this church.

I

the

“All this time T was actively en-
gaged in work for the church a-~d
much interested in missions. Where-
ever I lived, I made it a point to de-
vote myself to the work of the mis-
sion that most needed my lelp.

“Then I went to Grand Rapids,
where | worked as manager and
cditor of ‘The Evening News' from
1807 to 1804, during which time |
was a deacon, having been so ordered
in 1805, I worked in two of the
parizhes, and, in fact, it was the
prospect of a great work among
newshoys that took me to Grand
Rapids in the first place.

Ielping Newsies

“It was a areat work. There were
twelve hundred newsboyvs, some no
longer active in that work, who were
ministered to by the mission and its
club.  We finally evected a lapee
building for the boys, and it was
splendidly equipped. I forgot 1o tell
yvou that years before T had been,
vor o brief time, at Christ Chureh,
New Brighton: aud at St. John's,

shall be ore of the happiest of man. | Clifton.

*There will be no radieal chinge
I am mot a radical. I shall seok
only to serve the hest interests
the chureh.

-

“You niay say this for me. 1

of | ten

“While T was at Grand Rapids, |
received an argent call to return to
Islind, 1t came from =t

[ Andrew’s Church, a delightful oll

parish, founded in the reign of

shail be the hishop of the whole | Queen Anne and chartered by her.
diveese, without respect to or regard | In all this time T had not beon ad

Lor party lines.
vant of the whole diocese,!

I shall be the ser-|vanced to priests’ orders

But still
I was valled as vector of the parish.

The bishop was asked about thei““‘-l it beeame necessary for me to

great Cathedral of 8t, John 1}1('{']"-' priested. It was nearly eighteen

Divine, projected by the late Bishop | months 5‘_“-‘-“: I received the call be.
Potter and comploted as far ug the ! fore 1 finally retuvned to Staden

rave and evossing, with some small

chapels, under Bishop Potter's ad-|

ministration and

Greor

that of DBishop

"I am very earer to see that nave
bogun and finished. It iz a hupe

| too quickly.

Island.

“And now come
my life that people are saving mov
One vear after I was
settled as rector on Staten
I was made archdeacon, Four vears

5 the chapter in

Island

undertaking, and 1 will do my best | later—four vears after 1 had been

-

Slumming in the Days of Peisistratos

NOTHER nroof of the old
adage, “Thera is nothing

new under the £

sun,” has

be n unearthed recently by
an English writer, R, M. Freeman,
| Most of us are apt to think that
eugenie experts, settlement workera!
and  visiting nurses are modern |
| bwventicth century inventions, Not!
by any means. They were known |
2,500 years ago, in the Athens of the
| tyrant Peisistratos, who ruled in the |
| sixth century B. Q. This, at least, |
is the testimony of a story trans-
lated by R. M. Freeman from the
Greek of Gasides Alexandrinus, and |
| published in “The

zette,” as follows:

Westminster Ga- |

“Peisistratos, the tyrant of Athens,

having many viees, was nevertheless

not without virtues, of which one wis |
Wiz solicitude for the weolfars of in- |
tants an the eity, Bute these, until hi:dl
day, had never been contidereq by the |

ruling powers, nor was anything done

i

lremedy, Athens would soon

| the mothers of Athens that, in thei:

to insura thelr heing nroperly reared
ind tended, but theis mothors worn
manage, or mismunage, them
will, 80 that muny perished moodieas]

1ot
LIH)

every vear. Moreover, of those that sur- |
vived not a few wore o puny, stinied |
or deformed that there was no hope
of their ever Erowing up inte heaithy
eitizens,

“Peisistratos, then, observing this,
and foreseeing that, in dofault of Sultin

become g

city of weakiings, the prey of any
rivil, determined to take the matter iy

n
hand without deliy (1.

“To that end, after carafil thought,
appointed certuin  officers, bath

und women, whom he named
Nepiarchs, to go round to the mothers
of Athens and teach them ‘o resr their
infunts in the proper way.

“Which  seemed, Indeed, a wise
echeénie und likely to have the hest Te-
sults, Hut of |

ke
men

50 peTVErse wWere some

caso, the teaching of

proved worse thun fu

Nepiar

tile,

“"For if the visttor, being 4 woman,
should address any of these perye
mothers thus:

“rSp

rse

here! If vou will feed that |

T his task without de

tenider infant nn hog's: fAlesh ralher |
thnn on milk, either vour own dr at
least gant’= milk, how can you expect
it Loy 3 &

“The mothe r, %
Mirao

not, would

upoand answer:

YU have not hBrought up ten infants

for nothing —thanking vyou all the
=ame. Moreover, did vou never hear
whitt befell the loure tha: touk wpon

herself to teach the flea how to Jump ?
'8

“So, for these and othor ressons, the
sehieme of Poi

stratos falled in many
eases where sueeess was most need .
and he Tell into great perplexity how
to deal with the matter.

“But Uynmkosophias, the priest of
Alseulapius, hearing of the perplexity
of Peisistratos, went to him and sajd:

"*Make me a Nepinrch, and, I bhe-
lave, | 2hall know what to do.

"So Peisistratos, seeing thur, ut the
worst, no harm could come of it made
him a Nepinreh,

“Whereupon Gynmwhosophinsg took un
vyand this {0 such
effect that within n few menths
there was an extraordinary ch nege for
the hetter among the infants of hithep-
to perverse mothera: so that
ing wunwasbied, ll-fed,

oo

from be-
neglected and

runy weaklings, they hecame ns plump
and sleck as little prize with
healthy rolls of fut wbout their necks,

pies,

und theiv small bodies as, firm to toneh
ng Full wine skins.
"Apd this was rightly deomed a
wonderful achievement of the Nopiarch,
. .
But how e had done it none knew,

tos, therefore, sent for hip
and dngquited of the mutter,
nphing:

aros) saiy

“Toowhom Gynake
RO Peisisry
I am

e, 'even now
iy to wvisit w0 cerenin
mother, Drabia, the wife of ArIH::L.LI“:_
who lives on the rosd to Phaleron, And
If you aecompany me vou may learn
something.’

“8o they set out together., And when

they had come to the house and knoclead
on the door, it was opened to them hy
an unkempt woman of moerose aspect,
who demnnded of them sourly what
they wanted,
“‘Nothing verv particular, io suy the
truth,! answered Gynak sophias, ‘Onov
being a Neniareh and having to pass
this way, it oceurred to me that |
might as well have a look at your little
freak of a last horn —if, indeed, he is
at ull worth loaking at’ (5

“Whereat she,
"Werth 1

un way

instantly on fire:
voking at, Jo son say? B:r"

the Tyrant

4

Pallux!

o womnn  that should dare tell pre

otherwise,'

U Have heard

euty

strange storics uf his
wordinary uwgliness,' said he, ‘But
thit muy be only the jealonsh of the
women whao tald
will Jet
settled.!

“Then

me.  However,

me in this ean auiekly

she  fAgng the door
the Nepiareh

v by Polsietpatos

wide,
enterel,
And fherp in
g, on @ heap of rags, lay Drabin's
nfant, andly neglecred nng
that

theoueh which

follow

oodr
unwnthed,
Inerusted
with the grime and stickinoss of
davs,

30 s tittle visage was

1 know whal you are think
Drabia, eying the Nepilareh
“You ure thinking hpe would ook better
T washed his fpep)

Lol i

ing,' said

the finds forbid—poor 1ittle
goblin!" protedted Gynmkosaphing with
ETEAt earnestness. ‘For it would he
unkind indeed to reniove the merciful
mask of dirt from such o face!

"Whereupon the mother, in high in-
dignation:

sut I would like to see the man

if wou |
he |
|

ungainliest forms of any in Hellas
“That iz a3 muy be, said he
‘Nevertheless, if you have any regard

for Athens and the coming vace, there

i3 really only one thing to do with
him.*

“'And  what is  that?' demanded
Drabia. fiercely.

“*To smother him,'" replicd Gynm-
| Rosoph!

“Ho eaying, he seized el

severad |

duﬂiunr}y,i

"UIE there is another infunt’s face in

Athens half sp berutiful, may [ be &
Theban

“tFor the Theban wopien have

the

the arm and drew him sw
the infi
Hed tire to spring an t

house hefare

* By Herakles!' cried the tyrant, ‘but
i1 we had remamed s moment longey
1 that lionesz  would
cluwied our eéyes out.'

heliewe have

“UIt i3 very likely, O
said  the
muothers
voked.
Hrouge

Peisistratos

Nepiarch, emiling, *Th
Are very savage when pro-
And T had 0 proveke her to
her materpal That
s my method, 1ou sere;. Tar in denling
With & porverse person one has Lo begin
perversely.
quite a

instinets,

And, after all, there are

number of women like thut

T you want to get them to Corinth

the one and only way 18 to push them
towiard Larissa.'™ ¢

| priested—I wis elocted suffragyn
I bishop of this dicees:
‘But 1 leave it ta 1 "

to suy whether 1 ha ol ¥ '8
I Jone 4 sorvice o tl )
AVETRLSEe maar i
Distranrie, 1"

has been gives N
churih

Following Hr'sf.'.:p Coreor

The hishon was . 1t *ha
installation sery prs [ want tg
tell souw about B b
s, “*When :
to which I' hin I was
in Ki nd, t .

b Chxford | T -~

e iy = i

the death of 1 t

whom ke hal d

op Grecr s 1 T
of his success T rp.
ment. to the othors rey
was made in muct hion

18 it w nikee t T
rio form i I

fer to slip into i
quietly.  Of cong i
| ference in niy cus I ‘
el I

eloctod, Sodt may

e a frreat sermy

It shuil be us 1l 3 You
esk me as ta thy 4
serviee, It s just -
some eall it an r it
that is such a prot

“1 would like to v
glection at this ;
for the diocese i ¢ i ¥
B.shaps nf the v I
conventinn i I
Had one of ¢
boen electod, t
A VRCANCY 3¢ Frr 5
canvornod, beeau V@
been imrassilil 8 :

Ary Conseits o n
nesw bishon hofoy 4 d
ihe cony " 2] a
I o o L}
V
. Cariy
i L} ) L.

Bizhop Burch is 1 e =
a4 somn oy =
15; and | !

i IS t
| ]
I3 t
Vil .
quité natuiryl | a
Writer of noty i Ve
O Ity

toth S At L]
Ratared Bishop W s
tligry He |
el wf 1ot
Columbin 1T fiver
of the South, H
St John's College, M 1
Holds the degree of I
fFrom hie alma mat
sity of Migligan, and ) f
Dirctor of Humane Tadttors
Sephin's  olloge \

b t of 11 a
|

1 i

&d to
His Diocese

i ) .|:| |
Wishop B

11 T oa

FY AL N

] - I 1

PRGNS X i
(1 Ti
1P ey 1 1t
firnied; and  ti
tiuke into any a i i

E.I 1ren, g

Under h i n
will beldhureh nropert '
more than $100.000,000, o
FAT000000 T8 Forirveartad
gle pavish, Tripie

Th i .
S
!

I 4
T i 0 1
yw L tichmond .
Dutehozs, Wiy e, It 1 al=
¢hestur and Sallivan count

As bishup of the adipcess | wiil
receive a stipend of $15,000 a year,
raised by parish asscssm i3
home will be the | peidence
on the Cathedral elose,

The hishop, b irtue I 3
office; Becumes a try uf o i
hia  University and of the Gonemid
Theologleal Semisavy ard, i the
course of the next few week , will
be: elected to many othér posts of

L3
| trust. '



